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Customs and Rituals Module
Grade Level:  Middle School




Subject Area:  Social Studies
Course Description:

Students explore cultural customs and rituals and compare/contrast with cultures that surround them today.
Instructional Exercises:
Ask students to select three or four of the locations in the “Customs and Rituals” module and research ways these customs and rituals are similar and dissimilar to American customs and rituals.  Leverage the concepts of “Windows” (outside our understanding) and “Mirrors” (reflection of who we are) into the exercise.
Agenda
	Minutes
	Topic
	Learning Activities / 

Notes

	 5 
	Context Setting
	Large Group Discussion:

Gail Shore has spent many years traveling the globe to capture people and cultures that are experiencing the effects of modernization.

Through her photographs and narratives she has documented unique and interesting experiences.

	5 
	Objective 
	Large Group Discussion:

The pictures and narratives are designed to spark students’ imagination to explore more about the similarities as well as the differences of people and cultures across the globe.  The process aims to embrace diversity by helping students respect, understand and value others through a range of lenses.

	5 
	Show sections of DVD
	“Customs and Rituals” module

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Identify and research questions
	Delivery options:

Students can think of questions (about the photos and narratives) that they can explore individually, in pairs, or in small groups.  The questions can be fully researched leveraging the Internet and other Media Center resources as well as current newspapers and journals.

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Share learnings
	Large group discussion:

Ask students to share key learnings from their exploration and research.


Customs and Rituals Module

Images shown:

Indian woman offering tea

Tattooed woman in Myanmar (Burma)

Burmese Mun Chin tribe 
Buddhist prayer flags in Bhutan
Namibian woman who colors her hair/skin with red powder of ocher rocks
Hmong girl in Laos in her native dress
Healer’s special headdress in the Amazon

Mask dance in Thimpu, Bhutan

The holy river of Ganges in India

Cremation in Kathmandu, Nepal

Instructions:

Ask students to research three or four places to understand their customs and rituals.  Compare and contrast them with American customs and rituals.  What are the “Windows” (outside our understanding) and the “Mirrors” (reflection of who we are) in those sites?  For example:

· What types of clothing/hats do we wear?
· What types of makeup do we wear?

· How and why do we tattoo?  

· What kinds of body piercings do we have?  

· How and why do we dance?

· What are some of our religious symbols? 

· What are some of our religious ceremonies?

· What are some of our religious locations?
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