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Religions and Spirituality Module
Grade Level:  Middle School




Subject Area:  Social Studies

Course Title:  World Religions
Course Description:

Students will research and learn about one world religion.
Instructional Exercises:
Ask students to select, research and write about one of the religions in the “Religions and Spirituality” module.  Teachers have latitude in guiding students to pursue their own interests or to tie it to another part of the curriculum.  The modules can stand alone or complement other curriculum content.   The questions are designed to teach students to think broadly.  There also may be multiple answers, with no right or wrong responses, depending on the questions.
Agenda
	Minutes
	Topic
	Learning Activities / 

Notes

	 5 
	Context Setting
	Large Group Discussion:

Gail Shore has spent many years traveling the globe to capture people and cultures that are experiencing the effects of modernization.
Through her photographs and narratives she has documented unique and interesting experiences.

	5 
	Objective 
	Large Group Discussion:

The pictures and narratives are designed to spark students’ imagination to explore more about the similarities as well as the differences of people and cultures across the globe.  The process aims to embrace diversity by helping students respect, understand and value others through a range of lenses. 

	5-10 
	Show sections of DVD
	“Religions and Spirituality” Module

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Identify and research questions
	Delivery options:

Students can think of questions (about the photos and narratives) that they can explore individually, in pairs, or in small groups.  The questions can be fully researched leveraging the Internet and other Media Center resources as well as current newspapers and journals.

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Share learnings
	Large group discussion:

Ask students to share key learnings from their exploration and research.


Religions and Spirituality Module

Images shown:

Hindu priest in Northern India

Burmese Buddhist nuns 

Novice Buddhist monks in Myanmar/Burma
Jewish men praying at Wailing Wall in Jerusalem

Muslim man praying during Ramadan

Ganden Monastery in Tibet 

Shrine in Yunnan, China – Taoism, Confucianism, Buddhism
Bushman medicine man in Africa  

Instructions:

Ask students to select, research and write about one of the religions in the religions and spirituality module.  Explore the following questions:

· What are the religion’s origins?  Where did it begin?  Who started it?  When?
· How has it spread across the world?  Where has it taken root?
· How is it practiced today?  By whom?  Where?  How many people?

· What are some interesting / unique aspects of the religion?

· How is it similar to or different from your own religion / spirituality?
· What else did you uncover in your research?
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