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Module 4


Jobs

	Topic: 

Changing role of Latin America in global trade
	Grade Level:

 Middle and High School
	Time: 

2 class periods of 50 minutes

	Minnesota State Standards: 

Economics – Fundamental Concepts: 8.3.3.10.3 – Students will describe the changing role of Latin America in global trade networks.
ELA: Literacy: W.8.1.b 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.



	Lesson Goal: 
1) Students will understand the concept of a trade embargo.

2) Students will identify the social, economic and political ramifications of a trade embargo.

3) Students will analyze the type of work available to Latin Americans and how this directly affects their standard of living. 


	Lesson Objectives:

Students will: 
Pick one country in Latin America and research its current trade policies such as what is imported and what is exported and from which countries.
Research the current trade embargo in place between the US and Cuba and take part in a debate arguing their position on whether the trade embargo with Cuba should be continued.
Identify the various types of jobs commonly done in Latin American countries and how this contributes to standard of living in the country. 



	Materials Needed:

Windows and Mirrors-Latin America DVD

Large sheets of paper

Markers
	Vocabulary:

Global trade networks

Trade embargo
Import and exports
Balance of trade

	Lesson 1: High School students
15 minutes:

Introduce the concept of global trade networks, balance of trade and embargo.

	15 minutes:

Discuss the history and current situation in Cuba regarding its trade embargo with the United States. 


	Assign students to research the pros and cons of the embargo and then decide their own position on the question, “Should the US end the trade embargo with Cuba?”

Student could turn in a position paper on the topic or be prepared to debate the question in a future class.

	Lesson 2: Middle School students
15 minutes: 

Review vocabulary. View Jobs module in Windows and Mirrors –Latin America DVD.



	20 minutes: 

Small Groups: Groups are given large sheets of paper to write down: 
1) The types of jobs they saw in the DVD

2) Discuss ways geography affects the type of jobs available

3) Draw conclusions on how unemployment affects poverty and standard of living.

	10 minutes: Students share and discuss their conclusions on jobs and economics. 


