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Introduction
	Topic: 

Understand how centuries of colonization (pre-European) affects contemporary cultures
	Grade Level: 

Middle School
	Time: 

2 class periods of  50 minutes

	Minnesota State Standards: 

Geography- Human Systems  8.3.3.5.2  Describe the locations of human populations and the cultural characteristics of Latin America, including how the contemporary pattern of cities resulted from a combination of pre-European contact, colonial and industrial urban societies.


	Lesson Goal: Students will be able to use examples from the Windows and Mirrors DVD: Latin America to illustrate how centuries of colonization throughout Latin American countries have affected contemporary cities and people. 


	Lesson Objectives:

Students will: 

Identify the impact of the ancient Maya, Incas and Aztec civilizations on Latin American people.
Identify how modern cities and population centers have been influenced by these ancient cultures.


	Materials Needed:

Windows and Mirrors DVD-Latin America
Computers with Internet access.

Presentation Software (PowerPoint, Keynote or other)

Printer

Poster Board
	Vocabulary:

Maya
Inca
Aztec

Machu Picchu



	Lesson 1:

50 minutes: 

Large Group - Introduction to project. Students will view the opening and introduction  of Windows and Mirrors-Latin America DVD. Students will be divided into 3 groups to research either the Maya, Inca or Aztec civilizations.


	Lesson 2:

50 minutes: Students will present information about the civilization studied using multi-media/pictures and posters. 


