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World Heritage Sites Module
Grade Level:  Middle School




Subject Area:  Social Studies

Course Title:  World Geography

Course Description:

Students will explore famous sites around the world to identify, research and understand their geographic features, locations, culture, history and current issues, such as preservation and climate change, of these World Heritage Sites.

Instructional Exercises:
In this module, each site can be used to provide a high level introduction to famous sites or an in-depth exploration of a select site.   Teachers have latitude in guiding students to pursue their interests or to tie it to another part of the curriculum.  The modules can stand alone or complement other curriculum content.   The questions are designed to teach students to think broadly.  There also may be multiple answers, with no right or wrong responses, depending on the questions.
Agenda
	Minutes
	Topic
	Learning Activities / 

Notes

	 5 
	Context Setting
	Large Group Discussion:

Gail Shore has spent many years traveling the globe to capture people and cultures that are experiencing the effects of modernization.
Through her photographs and narratives she has documented unique and interesting experiences.

	5 
	Objective 
	Large Group Discussion:

The pictures and narratives are designed to spark students’ imagination to explore more about the similarities as well as the differences of people and cultures across the globe.  The process aims to embrace diversity by helping students respect, understand and value others through a range of lenses. 

	5-10 
	Show sections of DVD
	“World Heritage Sites” Module

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Identify and research questions
	Delivery options:

Students can think of questions (about the photos and narratives) that they can explore individually, in pairs, or in small groups.  The questions can be fully researched leveraging the Internet and other Media Center resources as well as current newspapers and journals.

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Share learnings
	Large group discussion:

Ask students to share key learnings from their exploration and research.


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Mount of Olives – Jerusalem 
	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Where is Mount of Olives and where is Jerusalem?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What is significant about the white stone graves?
	

	Research historical aspect
	Who lays claim to the Mount of Olives and Old Town of Jerusalem?  Why? 
	

	Discover current issues
	How is pollution impacting the Mount of Olives?
	

	Application to own experience
	What have you read/heard about the City of Jerusalem and how does it impact you?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Potala - Tibet
	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Find Tibet on a map from 2009, 1989, 1969, 1949 and what do you notice with the passage of time?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Explore one of the 6,000 monasteries that was destroyed during the Chinese takeover – describe what happened.
	

	Research historical aspect
	Where did the 100,000 people go when they went into exile? What is their life like now?
	

	Discover current issues
	What kind of issues are Tibetan teenagers experiencing?
	

	Application to own experience
	How is a Tibetan teenager’s experience similar / different to yours?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Angkor Wat – Cambodia 
	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What are some famous rivers and cities in Cambodia?  What is their significance with the rise of Angkor Wat?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	How many temples are there at Angkor Wat and what are some unique features?
	

	Research historical aspect
	Who was Pol Pot and what did he do in the 1970s?  What has since happened to the Khmer Rouge?
	

	Discover current issues
	The jungle’s growth is a continual challenge for sites such as Angkor Wat.  How is that impacting the site today?
	

	Application to own experience
	What would you like to explore in a jungle area?  Why?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Machu Picchu - Peru

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What is the elevation of Machu Picchu?  What are the highest and lowest elevations in Peru?  Why was Machu Picchu built so high on the mountain?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	When was Machu Picchu “re-discovered” and by whom?  What has happened to the Inca civilization?
	

	Research historical aspect
	When and why was Machu Picchu abandoned?
	

	Discover current issues
	Tourism is life and death for sites like Machu Picchu.  What are the pros and cons of tourism?
	

	Application to own experience
	Imagine you wanted to preserve something of your own.  What would you preserve and how would you do it?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Pyramids – Egypt 

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What famous river flows through Egypt and what is unique about it?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What was the time frame that Cheops was built?  Who built it and why?
	

	Research historical aspect
	What does it mean to be described as the “world’s oldest attraction?”  When were the pyramids built?
	

	Discover current issues
	Archeologists are still excavating the pyramids.  What are some interesting things they are discovering even today?
	

	Application to own experience
	Would you like to go on an archeological dig?  Where would you like to go and why?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Ephesus  – Turkey

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Turkey is at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. What role did that play in the history of Turkey?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Explore some of the famous people who lived at Ephesus – who are they and what are they known for?
	

	Research historical aspect
	Why is this called a Roman city when it is in Turkey?  What other Roman cities are famous from the same time period as Ephesus, and why are they famous?
	

	Discover current issues
	What buildings and unique features remain at Ephesus?
	

	Application to own experience
	If you were to visit Ephesus, what would you most like to see and why?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Temples of Bagan – Myanmar 

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Where are the Temples of Bagan?  What countries surround Myanmar?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Buddhism played a huge role in Myanmar’s history.  What role does in play in society today?
	

	Research historical aspect
	Who is Aung San Suu Kyi and what is her importance to modern Myanmar?
	

	Discover current issues
	What significant events happened in Myanmar in 2007 and 2008 and what are their affects?
	

	Application to own experience
	Have you ever been involved in a major storm?  What happened?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site: Monastery – Bhutan 

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Where is Bhutan located and what countries surround it?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What is unique about Bhutan’s royal family and government?
	

	Research historical aspect
	How was Bhutan founded? 
	

	Discover current issues
	How is the Internet and television changing  Bhutan?
	

	Application to own experience
	What would your life be like without the Internet, Twitter, Facebook?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Petra - Jordon

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What other countries surround Jordon and what is notable about their climate?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Explore what types of treasures were stored at Petra.
	

	Research historical aspect
	How were the rock cities created and by whom?
	

	Discover current issues
	What are schools like in Jordon for teenagers?
	

	Application to own experience
	Would you ever consider studying in another country?  Why or why not?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Taj Mahal  – India

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	Where in India is the Taj and what are three other famous sites in India?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What is unique about the four minarets at the Taj? 
	

	Research historical aspect
	Describe the building process for the Taj.
	

	Discover current issues
	Mahatma Gandhi was an amazing figure in Indian history.  How is his legacy viewed today and who has he influenced in the United States?
	

	Application to own experience
	Who is a famous person that you admire and why?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site: St. Basil Cathedral - Moscow
	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What are some other famous sites in Moscow?  What is significant about those sites?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Describe the unique architecture of St. Basil.
	

	Research historical aspect
	Who was Ivan the Terrible and why is he called “Terrible?”
	

	Discover current issues
	What is life like in modern Moscow?
	

	Application to own experience
	What about modern Moscow compares to your own life?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site:  Dubrovnik 
	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What have been the historical boundaries for the former Yugoslavia over the last 100 years?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What are several things that Dubrovnik is famous for?
	

	Research historical aspect
	How was Yugoslavia ruled for the last 100 years?

	

	Discover current issues
	How is the country healing from the Balkan wars?
	

	Application to own experience
	From your perspective, what would it be like to live in a country/region that is healing from war?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site: Royal Palace – Bangkok Thailand

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What are other famous sites in Bangkok?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	Describe the Royal Palace compound?  What other famous buildings/artifacts are there?
	

	Research historical aspect
	The Royal Palace was built in 1782.  Describe the building of the Palace.
	

	Discover current issues
	How has pollution impacted the Palace?
	

	Application to own experience
	What do we do to preserve our own famous sites?
	


World Heritage Sites Module

Site: Shrines in Kyoto -Japan

	Scope
	Key Questions
	Response / Answer

	Identify geographic feature 
	What island is Kyoto located on in Japan?  What are the other main islands that comprise Japan?
	

	Explore one unique cultural aspect
	What is famous about the floors in The Golden Temple – Kinkakuji Temple?
	

	Research historical aspect
	Research the history of the Shogun rulers at the time the Golden Temple was built.
	

	Discover current issues
	Why was Kyoto not bombed during WWII (unlike Tokyo)?
	

	Application to own experience
	Can you imagine living in a place with such history and historic buildings?  What would it be like for you?
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