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Jobs Module
Grade Level:  Middle School




Subject Area:  Social Studies
Course Description:

Students research and understand the transitions societies may experience as they evolve from a hunting/nomadic, to an agrarian, to a manufacturing, to a knowledge /service society.

Instructional Exercises:
Ask students to select three of the sites in the “Jobs” Module and research the effects of societal evolution, including ways that the types of jobs/work have influenced human development.
Agenda
	Minutes
	Topic
	Learning Activities / 

Notes

	 5 
	Context Setting
	Large Group Discussion:

Gail Shore has spent many years traveling the globe to capture people and cultures that are experiencing the effects of modernization.

Through her photographs and narratives she has documented unique and interesting experiences.

	5 
	Objective 
	Large Group Discussion:

The pictures and narratives are designed to spark students’ imagination to explore more about the similarities as well as the differences of people and cultures across the globe.  The process aims to embrace diversity by helping students respect, understand and value others through a range of lenses.

	5 
	Show sections of DVD
	“Jobs” Module

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Identify and research questions
	Delivery options:

Students can think of questions (about the photos and narratives) that they can explore individually, in pairs, or in small groups.  The questions can be fully researched leveraging the Internet and other Media Center resources as well as current newspapers and journals.

	Depth of exercise to be decided by teacher
	Share learnings
	Large group discussion:

Ask students to share key learnings from their exploration and research.


Jobs Module

Images shown:

Grapes/olive vendor in Islamic Cairo, Egypt
One-legged fisherman in Inle Lake, Myanmar

Fishing in canal in Southern Africa

Street barber in Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam

Hunting in Namibia 

Hunting in the Amazon, Ecuador

Palace eunuch in Vietnam

Prayer wheel turner in Bhutan

Floating market on khlong in Bangkok, Thailand 

Grain seller in Jaipor, India

Street market in Islamic Cairo, Egypt
Market in Sacred Valley of the Incas in Cuzco, Peru

Excavating at the Valley of the Kings in Egypt

Fishing in canal in Hanoi, Vietnam
Instructions:

Ask students to research three places to understand the evolution of society, focusing primarily on the types of jobs people engage in living in those areas.  Ask them to look back hundreds of years to see what has evolved.  Encourage them to explore factors such as geography, immigration/migration, language, culture and so on.  
Optional: 

Ask them to explore how this concept does or does not contribute to the “haves” and the “have nots”  in a society/community.
Ask them to discuss how the vast differences in household incomes impact their societies/communities.

Resources:

Jeffrey D. Sachs.  The End of Poverty:  Economic Possibilities for our Time.

David S. Landes.  The Wealth and Poverty of Nations.

Jared Diamond.   Guns, Germs, and Steel.
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